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THE PEOPLE'S PLATFORM.

A Gradutated Tax Bill in Congress--A
Great Feform Measure—-!ndustrial Re
forw ers Favor It—An Interesting « et-

ter from Gea. Percy Daaiels ia Sup-

port of It .
Bpecial Correspondence of The Progressive Far-
mwer.

CHAPTER 11

As noted last week I now call atten-
tion o she bill (H R $908) introduced
in Congress by Hon. Mr. Ridgely of
EKansas. Tne general purpose of this
bilt nas received eminent endorsement;
am g the most prominent is that of
Biate legislature of Kansas.

Very briefly stated, the bil' provides:
“thas a graduated tax be levied * * *
on all estates between one and two
miilion, & one per centum tax * *
between 2 and 5 million 3 per cent.
$ax ., o s« between § and 10 mil-
lion 8 per cent. tax * * * all above
10 mdlion 18 per cent. tax, * * *

Bection 8 That a United States as-

‘ses=sor snall be elected in every voting
precinct in every State by the people,
who shall havean open office for two
months during the annual assessment
of property; that every person shall
give into this assessor a co>mplete list
of all his property owned there or
elsewhere in the United Btates
at ite actual wvaluation, which
valuation shall be esubject to
approval or amendment by the asses
gor or by the boarde of equalisation
where the property is locaed. The
compicte assesement list of each dis-
trict 18 to handed over to the ‘‘county
collector of Biate and county taxes,
which is to collect and pay the amount
over to each Siate treasurer, to be held
subjact to the order of the Uaited
States treasurer.

The sggregate amount of this tax is
to be divided among all the States to
each State one third of the aggregate
tax 1o proportion to its property valu-
ation; one third in proportion to its
population and one third in proportion
to area,

Eich State shall ¢xpend this tax for
three purposea: Firss, for pensions to
gold:ers of the last war; sscond, for in
ternal improvements, as canal, nava
gable streams, to make {irat class
bhighways and public roads. Also, to
maintain the national guards. The la
borers or agents to be employed in any
Btate shall be ci.iz2ns of that State.

The act also provides for a heavy
immigration tax. It also provides
that the assessors above name¢d shall
each take the census of his dietrict
under direction of the census bureau
every ten years also when required to
do 8o by the S:ate for Biate purposes.
Also, he shall keep a permauent list of
the votes of his district t0 be used in
the State at all elections if directed.
It provides for an inberitance tax for
amounts over $100000. Saction 35
provides, ‘‘That the property lists

mad= by the United States assessors
sbhall be ured for all purposes of State
and local taxation, and the assessors
shall furnish complete copies of same
whenever required by State laws, and
be ailowed thereby reasooable com-
pensation for the work.”

The measures for carrying this bill
into effact are exhaustive, full and
complete, the above being a very brief
summary of it8 most important pro-
visionas.

I do not believe that there has been
within the last fifty years before Con
gress a more important bill nor one
whicn embodied 8o nnuch for reaching
reform fraught with such great bene
fits to the industrial people as this bill
now with the Commistee of Ways and
Means of the present Congress.

It enacted into law it will do more
for the people’s liberty and happiness
than the free siver bill, savings
bank bills and revenue bills, of the
last decade, all put together would do.

It seems to me that every Sub Alli
ance and every industrial organiza-
tion should cfficially urge their Con-
gressmen to support that bill and that
everyone who favors the measure and
can spare a stamp should write his
membver of Congress to support it.

I say this because the bill embodies
the priociple of graduated taxation
which is nceded in the United States
$0 check the enormous aggregations of
wealth which enriches a few and im-
poverishea s0 many, and because it
hae been formulated with great ability
and care and not because I endorse
ofit It I could I would amend
it, and I believe the amendment will
yet be cfi:red as a substitute for ita
first five sections, as follows:

B¢c 1on 1. That all revenue for gov
ernment and public improvement pur-
poses, National. State, county and
muoicipal, shall be raised by a sys
tem of graded tsxation.

Section 2 That the scale of all prop-
ertics upon which the graded increase
per cent. of tax is to be levied shall be
fixed in geometrical progressive steps
of $100 each.

Bection 3 That the increased graded
rate per centum of tex levied shall be
fixed at 1-1 000 of 1 per cent. for each
“‘step” in all property.

Bection 4. _Thas for State, county and

»

municipal purposes the per centum of
tax levy may commence &t any point
on the thousandth ecale of rate, as the
lawe of each local government may
provide.

Then [ would have the remainder of
the bill conform to theee sections. I
am aware that it is thought this will
reqaire an amendment to the constitu
tion of the Uaited States as they think
the graduated income tax r-quires.

I beg space to give asynopsts of one
of many important leiters received
which ably discuss graduated taxa-
tgion. Itis from Ganeral Percy Dan
iels, ex Lieut. Gvernor and Congress-
man of Kansas. [ select it because of
its eminent author and because be di-
verges somewhat from supporting the
principles as [ give them at thia time,
bus fu ly supports the bill, not because
it is more souad, but on the plea of ex

iency :
e . “GIrArRD KaNsas,
**Maren 21 1898
“Hon Samuel Archer Mica, N C.

“*DEag SIR:—* * ln receipt of your
interesuing lester of the 25 .h ult, and
have since seat « ff two papers I was
then at workon. * * One purposee
of the graduated tax is to enable all to
live withoust borrowing ., o If we
start a stream of money amounting

the multi millionaires vaults into the
people’s pockets, in five years money
would go begging at 2 per cent. That
is what the bill before Congress pro
poses and provides for. My idea with
reference to graduated taxation bas
been to prove it8 utility and feasibility
withous at once reaching the line of
equitability. The process once started
would certainly be extended. Is 18
only the aparcnistic aposules of greed
who attempt 0 defraud sthe Govern-
ment by shrirking taxation. No pro-
ces=8 will save the Rapuolic that does not
force them to disgorge and give them
a new revelation. The Plutocrate ob
ject to a tax even on their stealings, 8o
1t 18 proposed totex .hem (and let them
gsqueal) to asto confer on the masses the
prufita of their industry, distributing
it through the madum of needed pub
lic works and the pepsions. A tax of
this nature will scatier che millions of
those who own tne great corporations,
« « « « Another advantage . . . is the
fact that a bill for this purpose is now
before Congreas for the 5:in time with
the cffizial endorsement of one of the
States. . . . We sbould rather re
claim them (corporation:) as servants
of the public than to seek to wipe
themout. . . . Therevenucsof the
Government are now largely a per
capita tax and while the SBouth bears
ber ehare in supplying the funds, she
geta but a small amouans of the vast
sums expended for these two purposes.
(Pensions and public improvements )

This is an onerous burden on the
Southern people of whicn the bill in
question would relieve them
North Carolina pays abou: $4 000,000
in waer charges and her citiz:ns draw
in pensions less than $6)0 000. Uader
this bill she would draw about $36 000,
000 for pensions and improvements in
the State. Don’t you see the impor
tant point to your Statet . . . I
agree with yoa fully in riddiog the
masses of the curse of usury. . .. .
Would it not be better for you in dis
cussing the project of graduated tax
asion to support & measure now before
the country . . . . that would cer
tainly do much toward correcting the
evils we all recognize, even knowing
it would not fully meet the exuctions
of equityf. . . . It is possible, too,
that the less these experimenta dis
turb the present methods of support
ing the government the more readily
we can gather toe strength to make
them. If in this way the availability
of graduated taxation can be demon-
strated, it can then be readily pushed
forward till it reaches the line of abac-
lute equity. Hopiog that in your dis-
cussion of the proposition you will
give these suggestions a hearing, I am,
“Yours very truly,

“*PEROY DANIELS.”

Like Gen’ Daniels, I speak and write
in support of the pending bill, but
were I member of Congress I would
first amend it as above stated if I
could. When [ am writing as now in
TEE PROGRESSIVE FARMER on princi
ples to be advocated by a great in-
dustrial organization—the Farmers’
Alliancs and perhaps the People’s re-
form Party—I sdvocate great princi-
ples that are fundamental in charac-
ter and that, too, at once, on the lice
of equity. I would graduate the tax
on millionaires and on all other people.
Even granting that they got their mil
lions by legal robbery we must remem
ber that we the people made the lawse
or permitted them to be ‘made that
gave them the opportunity to accu-
mulate.

We have agreed to live under a con:
tft.itur.ion on principles of ¢quity in
Jusuce between all, both rich and
poor. Ido not advocate graded tax
&tion as a punishment for getting rich
or robbery, but because it is just and

equitable.

| Asa reform principle it will tone

t0 2 000 million dollars a year from }

ASHING POWDER

down the immense forstunes and re-
tard their accumulation and at the
same time encourage industry in ac-
cumulating and promote the virtues,
education and happiness of the masses,

In answer to some who have asked
it I will give next week a tabulated il-
lustration of the practical operations
ot graduated taxation.

SAMUEL ARCHER,

Mica, N. O.
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SOME ALLIANCEMEN.,

Qorrespondence of the Progressive Farmer,
Will you be so kind as to allow me

the use of onr big mouth, one corner
of which is sipping sweet nectar from
the ‘ Yellow ress of Texas,” while the
other corner is slyly kissing the raby
lips of the ‘ B:alle of Tennessee,” to
whisper a few words of brotherly love
and good will, to the dear Alliance
brethren I met at Headquarters last
Augustt?

How are you, Bro. ‘‘Doorkeeper”?

Well, I hope. Bro. Lyon will please
git up in bed and give us another good
joke; and Bro. Parker, whef® is he?
Safe in the ‘“‘promised land’f And
where is Bro. SBeawell full of facts and
fun; and good old Bro. Mercer— @G.d
bless him —and dear old Bro. K1t on—
how many grand-children have you
by this timef And where is that
¢* goldheaded cane”? I hope it has not
gone where the first Cain went.
And Biethren W. B. Flemming and
J. W. Denmark, trusted and true,
weighed in the balance, and nothing
found wanting; and Brother ‘‘Alpha
bes” Hoover, who, I am sorry to learn,
has rheumatism; and Bro. J. M. Hoyle,
who brings me back to the good old
days, ‘‘lang syne,” when [ was a boy,
and went to Robinson's show to see
and hear the clown talk,

But time and space fails me to call
you all by name, 80 please allow me to
place my right hand on the back of
our good President’s chair, and slip
ping my left arm around you ali, draw
you into a closer union of Alliance
love and ¢ ffection,

Fraternally,
W. H. Davs,
Williamsboro, N. O.

NOTICE.

There will be a convention of the
People Party of Rickingham county
at Wentworth, Tuesday, May 3:d, for
the purpose of electing delegates to
the State Convention, and to transact
any oth: r business that may come be-
fore the Convention. All persons who
favor the Populist State and National
platforms and who are willing to co
operate with the People’s Party to se
cure and perpetuate those reforms,
are cordially invited to participate in
this Convention. W.D WaLL,

OChairman People’s Party County Ex

ecutive Sommittee.
— e

NOTICE.

Pursnant to plan of organization,
the People’s Party Convention of Wake
county is hereby calied to meet at the
Court- House, in Raleigh, on Saturday,
April 30:h, at 12 o'clock m.

The precinct primaries will meet at
their respective voting precincta on
Friday, April 29:h, at 2 o'clock p m ,
except Raleigh township, which will
meei at the court-house, at 8 o'clock
p. m , Friday, April 23sh.

Each precinct will elect three dele-
gates at-large and one delegate for
every twent filve votes or majority
fraction thereof cast for Exzum for
Goveroor in 1892
Baid primary will also elect an exac-
utive committee of five for each pre
cinct,

The County Exscutive Committee
will meet at the court house on Satur-
day, Aprii 30sh, 10 a. m., to elect a
county chairman.

8. OTHO WILSON,
Chm’'n Wake Co. P Ex. Com.
Guy V. Barngs, Secretary.

AT

A boy who recently left home to at
tend a preparatory echool is not much
pleased with the change. Hbe issuffer
ing his first attack of homesickness,
and naturally wishes to return. In
ma Xing known his desires to his father.
he writes:—"Dear father: Life is
sbort; let us spend it together. Your

affectionate son.”—Ex.

CHRISTMAS WATERMELONS.

The prices paid for early wat-rmel
ons, though bigh, will not compare
with the fancy flgures which the
“Ohristmas watermelon” commands.
Oae would think their appearance at
this season decidedly cus of place —that
they would be in about as much de
mand as overcoats on the Fourth of
July; but strange to say, the public
buye them with avidity, too, and at
enormous prices 8o it seems that late
watermelons ought to be an achrieve
ment much more worth striving for
than early ones, while the cost and
labor of their attainment are consider-
ably less. At any rate this is the con
clusion reached by reading a recent
bulletin of the Gaorgia Experiment
Station. _

Mr. David F. Verner, of Gwinnett
county, Ga., is noted for the fine melons
which he markets at Christmas, and
his process is simplicity iteelf. That it
will prove equaily easy to all who try
it is by no means to be expected, and
there will doubtless be many failures
and disappointments if others attempt
to imitate his methods. But the fact
remains that be does raise (and eave)
late watermelons, and on the 231 of
last December sold them in quancities
and at good fizures on the streets of
Baford.

Mr. Vearner is suffi siently unseifish
to be williag to share the knowledge of
his procesa with the puolic, and his
methods are con3iquéntly given in his
own worda. as follows:

“The variety of watermelon used by
me for late keepingis the G zorgia Rat
tlesnake. The pian which I pursue 18
as follows: I prepare tre ground
thoroughly during May—not in the
usual way by digging holes, but by
opening deep furrows with a two
horse plow. I use stable manure in the
drill, but not too much; cover with
two furrows and leave till planting
tma. Rows 12 feet apart—8 feet in
drill. I leave only one vine to the hill,
Plant oetween 18.h and 30 h of June;
cultivate with aweep run very shallow.
Don’t let the plow touch vines Melons
matured before the vine b« gins to die
around root are the only ones easily
preserved

**For preservatioa, place in dry cellar
on cotton seed. I still bave eight fine
melons on hand (January 4) in perfect
eondition that I intended saving tiil
spring, but in neglecting celiar in
which they were stored in order thav
meat in the same cellar should get cold,
tney have froz-n. I aim to raise melons
this summer that 1 can save till melons

come ngain.”
- e o ——

NO BETTER MEDIUM IN THE
SOUTH.

ADRIAN, MICH., March 4th, 1898
Progre: sive Farmer, Raleigh N. C :
GENTLEMEN:—We  beliove that
THR PROGRESSIVE FARMER is as valuable
an adverusing medium as any other
farm journal, in the SBouthern States,
for our businees.
Yours trulv,
Page Woven Wire Fence Co.,
Dr J H. REYNOLDS,
Special Adveruser.

e ._'_.:,;';.' b

= -/ wre subject W0
necunar e, The
Lt remody Tor

Frey’'s Yermifuge
—has cared children for 5) vears. Send
for illus. book abwout the jila and the
remedVv. One bottis mafiel fur T° asats.
E. & R, FREY, Baltiwire, Hd.
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W. S. BARNES,

Wholesale : Producs ; Commission : Merchant.

RALEIGH, N O,

€pecialties: EGGS and BUTTER,
Returns Promptly Made,
Consignments Solisited.
In writing advertisers, mention this
paper.

I

THE WATT PLOW CO.
- RICHMOND. VA.
—MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN—
IMPLEMENTS, _
MACHINERY.
VYEHICLES, and
_, HARNEgy
ToR AL PURPOSES.

—

Large Stock of Repairs for GEISER THRESHERS, ENGINES and Hopg
PO M ERS and other machinery.

<=~ Write for Catalogue.

Farmers’ Supplies,
BEINJ. IREBX ..

—DEALER IN

AGCGRICULTUORAL IIEPI_L_ZE]MENTS’
Seeds, F'eed and H'ertilizers.
RALEIGH, N, O.

Specialties:

PEERLE3S BICYCLES,
NISSEN WAGONS, HARDWARE, STOVES,
DAIRY FIXTURES, FEED  UFTERS AND SHREDDERS,
HARVESVING MAUH NE3 GRAIN DRILLS AND PLANTERS,
HAY PRESSES3, WIND MILLS, TREAD MILLS3, COM"QN GING,
FARM ENZINES3 OJLOVER aAND GRAas3 SEEDg,

Fertilizers for Special OCropsand Soilg,
5 SpEcisL FEEDs READY MIXED FOR MILK Cows _&

Plans and Specifications for Barns and other Farm Buildings. (orrespe,

dence solicited. Respectfully,
BENJ. IRBY,
[2180.] PROrRIETQOR,

In writing advertisers, mention thia paper.

USEFUL BOOKS.

THE SECRETARY-TREASURER HAS SEVERAL UBEFUL BOOKH TH
SHOULD BE IN EVERY SUB-LODGE. THE NAMES
AND PRICES ARE “AS FOLLOWRS :

's Roll Book nicely arranged, new kind.....ccooveeeen. ... £5 ok,
BBG)l‘de Mﬁﬂlhﬁ!‘ﬂhip ............. R ._..-.m-...l.o-m.—._._... ]3 LU
SBecretary’s Receipt Book, fordues, withsub.... .o oo e ... 5w
Secretary’s Warrant Book, with stub.... s oee.d) W
Treasurer’s Receipt Book, with stub. ... et et i es eeen 10 0
Secretary’s Account Book............ RS i ig
Treasurer’s Account BooK ... ... oo ioeeieesrectocccocncoscene..lb ©
Minute Book, new kind........ L300
Working Builetma, .80 ™
State Constitutions, B =

Rituals, .80

National Constitu 30

Application Blanks,

Dimit B

Withdrawal

Delegate Credentials.
Fraternally,

-— .
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J. T. B. HOOVER,
Sec’'y-Treas N. Q. F. 8. A, Hil:-boro. N. (.
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ALLIANCEMEN ONLY

Arg Beqﬁesteﬂ to Read This!

If you are a Simon pure, dyed in-the-
wool Allianceman, and bave the
good of the grand farmers’ or-
ganization at heart, you
will exert every effort
within your power
to build it up.

(your organ) m rmmgsin rm (your organ)

stands in the breach battling the ene-
mies of the Alliance, and it expects
every Allianceman to rally around the
standard. CoNscriPTS, COWARDS and
TRAITORS are not wanted. They have
already crippled our cause by desert-
ing our ranks for office and social
standing. We bear your banner, Al-
liancemen, and we claim your support.

WE DON'T ASK MUCH.

Let every Allianceman in North
Carolina send a club of subscribers and
by Augusr, 1898, we will have 20,000
names on our subscription list.

Picnics, Alliance rallies, Sub. and
County Alliance meetings are the
places to raise clubs, Try it,

$1.00
for
one

Year.

The
Progressive
Farmer
is
the
Alliance
Organ
of
N. C.

Alliance
Organ
of
N. C.
is
The
Progressive
Farmer.

WAR IS DECLARED.

. i
SGET TETE ITENTS,

Ot course you want ALL the news and yon want it
You can’t do without the

Thrice-a-Week New York World.

(every other day). It contains all tte war news and is as good as a city daily:
Think of it. We send you this great paper, 24 pages a week, and the

People’s Party Paper,

every week, both from date for 40 weekas for one dollar—40 weeks is almost 8
year. If you prefer, you can suostitute for the World the **Worid th. JemF

Weekly Detroit Free Press,  or Weekly Cincinnati Enquirer. Send Mooy
Order at once.

NATIONAL PAPER CLUB,
ATLANTA, Ga.

quick—war or no war

:




